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Abstract

This paper aims to study (1) the development process of communication to convey organic
agricultural knowledge of local scholars at Donpingdad community learning center, Petchaburi
Province; (2) the factors influencing communication development; and (3) problems and barriers of
communication development.

This qualitative research applies in-depth interview, non-participant observation and group
interview in gathering information of purposively selected 20 key informants and uses descriptive data
analysis method.

The result found that (1) development process of communication can be identified into three
periods. First, the Innovation adoption period that occurred from the receiving organic agricultural
knowledge of community leader. Second, the innovation diffusion period that result from successful
organic farmers convincing all other villagers to apply organic farming. Third, Developer and
transferring period when was selected to be Community Learning Center. to develop and convey
knowledge to other farmers in Petchaburi province and nearby areas. (2) Both internal and external
factors are influenced to the communication development. external factors included community
context, social system, culture, innovation, external supporting and government support. internal
factors come from the community leader and its members. (3) Problems and barriers of the
communication development occurred from two main factors, receivers and senders. Receivers had no
confidence in the efficiency of organic agricultural productivity. For sender, problems and barriers
occurred from limited channels of knowledge development which lead to communication development.

Keywords: Communication process development, Organic agricultural, local scholar,
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